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analysis would be available. I have 
learned that you can get two different 
lists, and they might sometimes show a 
little different analysis or interpreta-
tion than what is in the bill. 

Would the chairman of the com-
mittee like to respond? 

Mr. CHAFEE. Well, we certainly have 
tables and charts that will show what 
Alaska got under ISTEA I, what Alas-
ka gets under ISTEA II, what Alaska 
gets under ISTEA II with the added 
money in the so-called Chafee amend-
ment, what those total dollars are, 
what the total dollars are in ISTEA II, 
as amended, compared to ISTEA I. The 
percentage of the total moneys that 
are given out, I think, are pretty elabo-
rate—the figures that we have pro-
vided. It isn’t anything new. 

Mr. STEVENS. What I am disturbed 
about is this concept of 91 percent of 
the money paid into the Treasury on 
the gas tax will be returned to each 
State. How about 91 percent of the 
money paid into the Treasury from any 
oil-producing State? We send more 
money to the Treasury every day than 
any one of these donor States do. We 
are not getting it back and we are not 
getting any roads. I am really getting 
disturbed. 

I must say, Leader, I asked to be no-
tified so I could come and deal with the 
objection. I understand there is noth-
ing to object to over the cloture vote. 
But somehow or other, we have to find 
some way to recognize the plight of 
States that do not have revenue going 
into the gas tax fund because they 
don’t have roads. But we are sending 
more money to the Federal Treasury 
than any State in the Union with re-
gard to resource production. How about 
some of that coming back to us? Let us 
build highways with part of our own 
tax revenues. Somehow, that has to be 
worked out. I don’t want to be at cross 
purposes with the leader, but I shall 
have to vote against cloture once 
again. 

I don’t like to do that with the lead-
ership, but it seems to me that there 
ought to be some way to work out this 
donor/donee business with relationship 
to how much money is the State pay-
ing into the Treasury from its activi-
ties. 

These are State lands, Mr. President. 
We own the lands that the oil is pro-
duced from. We send 25 percent of the 
domestically produced oil to the 
United States. We could sell it in the 
world market for a lot more money. 
But it is getting to be a great problem 
to me to figure out how to deal with 
the future for my State. If we can’t 
build roads, we are no longer going to 
be able to get subsidies for mail trans-
portation, and we have many more of 
our communities becoming totally iso-
lated now because of the Federal poli-
cies that forbid us from building roads 
across Federal lands in the first place. 

Mr. LOTT. Let me say, Mr. Presi-
dent, if I could reclaim my time, I cer-
tainly understand what the Senator is 
saying. I am sympathetic to his con-

cerns. Certainly, he is not getting into 
cross purposes with me. I am trying to 
bring this to a conclusion. I understand 
why he will vote the way he will. By 
the way, if you want to keep more of 
that oil and gas revenue in Alaska, put 
me down, I will be with you. We need 
to find more ways to leave more money 
with the people in the States anyway. 

Mr. STEVENS. The leader has always 
been with us. But I have to find a way 
out of this hole we are in right now, 
both on building ferries and building 
roads. I don’t have that answer yet. I 
will be here again and again, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you very much. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod for morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 5 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Thursday, 
March 5, 1998, the federal debt stood at 
$5,528,529,698,719.50 (Five trillion, five 
hundred twenty-eight billion, five hun-
dred twenty-nine million, six hundred 
ninety-eight thousand, seven hundred 
nineteen dollars and fifty cents). 

One year ago, March 5, 1997, the fed-
eral debt stood at $5,359,515,000,000 
(Five trillion, three hundred fifty-nine 
billion, five hundred fifteen million). 

Five years ago, March 5, 1993, the fed-
eral debt stood at $4,211,535,000,000 
(Four trillion, two hundred eleven bil-
lion, five hundred thirty-five million). 

Twenty-five years ago, March 5, 1973, 
the federal debt stood at $451,246,000,000 
(Four hundred fifty-one billion, two 
hundred forty-six million) which re-
flects a debt increase of more than $5 
trillion—$5,077,283,698,719.50 (Five tril-
lion, seventy-seven billion, two hun-
dred eighty-three million, six hundred 
ninety-eight thousand, seven hundred 
nineteen dollars and fifty cents) during 
the past 25 years. 

f 

U.S. FOREIGN OIL CONSUMPTION 
FOR WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 
27TH 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the 
American Petroleum Institute reports 
that for the week ending February 27, 
the U.S. imported 7,649,000 barrels of 
oil each day, 544,000 barrels more than 
the 7,105,000 imported each day during 
the same week a year ago. 

Americans relied on foreign oil for 
54.7 percent of their needs last week, 
and there are no signs that the upward 
spiral will abate. Before the Persian 
Gulf War, the United States obtained 
approximately 45 percent of its oil sup-
ply from foreign countries. During the 
Arab oil embargo in the 1970s, foreign 
oil accounted for only 35 percent of 
America’s oil supply. 

Anybody else interested in restoring 
domestic production of oil? By U.S. 
producers using American workers? 

Politicians had better ponder the 
economic calamity sure to occur in 
America if and when foreign producers 
shut off our supply—or double the al-
ready enormous cost of imported oil 
flowing into the U.S.—now 7,649,000 
barrels a day. 

f 

THE SITUATION IN KOSOVO 
Mr. BIDEN. I rise today to condemn 

the murderous attacks carried out by 
Serbian paramilitary units against ci-
vilians in the province of Kosovo. 

Mr. President, the immediate cause 
of the violence was an attack several 
days ago by units of the so-called 
Kosovo Liberation Army, which killed 
four Serbian police. The fundamental 
cause, however, is the Serbian govern-
ment s brutal repression of the ethnic 
Albanians, who make up more than 
ninety percent of Kosovo s population. 

In 1989, Slobodan Milosevic, as part 
of his demogogic policy of whipping up 
Serb ultra-nationalism, abolished the 
autonomous status of Kosovo, granted 
by the Yugoslav Constitution of 1974. 

Flooding the province with Yugoslav 
military units, special police forces, 
and nationalist militias, Milosevic set 
up a police state that has prevented 
the ethnic Albanians from exercising 
their basic political and cultural 
rights. 

To their credit, Kosovo s Albanian 
leadership, led by Ibrahim Rugova, 
opted for a non-violent approach in 
their struggle for independence. They 
established alternative institutions, in-
cluding a shadow parliament with var-
ious political parties, independent 
schools, and trade unions. 

For eight years Mr. Rugova was able 
to keep the lid on a potentially explo-
sive situation. Inevitably, however, the 
weight of Serbian repression had its ef-
fect, particularly on younger Kosovars, 
as the ethnic Albanians of Kosovo are 
called. 

A so-called Kosovo Liberation Army 
was formed, and last year began an 
armed campaign against Serbian offi-
cials and ethnic Serb civilians. While 
this development is understandable, 
Mr. President, it is regrettable. Aside 
from causing casualties and deaths, the 
armed resistance has provided 
Milosevic the pretext for his brutal 
crack-down. 

The violence in Kosovo could provide 
the spark to ignite the Balkan tinder-
box into full-scale regional war, which, 
in the worst case, could bring in neigh-
boring Albania, Macedonia—and per-
haps even Bulgaria, Greece, and Tur-
key. 

Immediate action is necessary. Al-
ready the Administration is consulting 
with our NATO allies about an appro-
priate response. One immediate step 
should be to extend the mandate of the 
NATO-led UNPREDEP, the U.N. pre-
ventive deployment force in neigh-
boring Macedonia which includes sev-
eral 
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